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Each year, the Diocese of Wilmington proposes a theme as a means to provide a central 
focus to our school year. For 2016-2017, “Veni, Sancte Spiritus” (Come, Holy Spirit) will 
serve as our guiding credo. This Latin idiom offers our students an opportunity to 
become more keenly aware of the movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  
 
Each month from September through May, our school community shall focus on one of 
the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit as named by St. Paul in writing to the Galatians (5:22-
23). The fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. To provide visual prominence to each of the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, every day as the students enter the school building, they see a banner 
conspicuously positioned along the center stairwell declaring the named virtue for the 
month. And throughout the month, the virtue with be learned along with a Scripture 
quote related to it. The quotes will be used throughout the month for prayer, for 
discussion, in writing exercises, as a visible reminder in every classroom and around the 
school.  Furthermore, each month a particular grade level will introduce the Scripture 
passage during our morning Community Meeting as they provide practical relevance to 
the assigned virtue. To this point, our 2nd grade class has served as the leaders for the 
month of September. The assigned virtue is Love and our Biblical focus can be found in 
chapter 3, verse 16 in the Gospel of John. And as means to develop habits of goodness 
through our faith, our second graders have spearheaded a service project that aims to 
share the virtue of Love with others. Their endeavor has been to collect “Penguin 
Plushies” (stuffed animals) for the families who have been affected by fires and other 
tragedies. Our collection will be distributed by the Salisbury Fire Department who they 
themselves serve as active models for promoting the virtue of Love. On a side note, we 
are grateful for CC Rosenfelder and her leadership of this project. 
 
As we reflect on this virtue, we need to look no further than a dedicated group of 
students who work to support cancer research. And after many months of fundraising in 
preparation for the Relay for Life event that was held on September 10th, we are proud to 
report that our Super Penguins team raised $8,450 in support of the American 
Cancer Society. A special note of thanks to Angie McLaughlin for her continued 
leadership of this service group.  
 
On a concluding note, our school provides great attention to the gift of prayer. Fittingly, 
each morning our students offer the following Prayer to the Holy Spirit: 

 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of 
the earth. O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the 

faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His 
consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
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